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PREAMBLE AND CONSTITUTION OF
THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, Inec.

In Topeks, Kansas, a band of earmest hungry-hearted
Christian people called 3 Fast, which lasted tweaty-one days,
praying for a great outpouring of the Holy Spint, which to
their joyful surprise ended at midnight New Year's Fue, in
the year of 1899, Mighty manifestations of Ged's Power
were witnessed in the meeting soon after midnight, and
people were heard speaking in other es, as the Holy
Spirit gave utterance, as oa the Day of Pentecost. :

A graat revival broke forth, which soon spread scuthwest-
ward to the state of Texas, and west to Los Angeles, Cali
fornia, in the year of 1906. From thence, it spread through-
out the -!w‘:.unl-.. entering into cvery nation under
Heaven, penctrating the heathen darkness of 1ndia, Africa,
China, and the isles of the sea, fulfilling the great commission
of our Lord, “Ge ye into all the world and preach the

| to every creature.” (Mate. 28:18, 19; Mark 16:
15-20; Luke 24:47-49; Acts 1:4-11.)

Believing in the Lord God Almighty and in His 1 ired
Word, which is the Bible; in the vicarious sufferings ﬂﬁﬂm
Christ; in the lost condition of mankind; in the redemption
of man through the atoning blood of the Ever-lasting Cove-
nant; to the Glory of God, and for the hastening of the
personal coming :lywr Loed Jews Christ from Heaven, we
unite ourselves into 2 bady to be called “The Peatecostal
Chureh foe the purpose of preaching the Gospel of Cheist
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Jesus, to publish and o distnbute rebgous hterature, to
establish new churches, to send forth missionaries, and to
perform any other duty connected wih religions work, and
help in any way powsible to meet the needs of local churches.

1t has always been and shall continue to be our policy to
regard all men equal in the sight of God. We therefore
extend Christian and brotherly Fellowship and love to all
God's people everywhere,

We shall endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace with all Spirit-filled children of God, until we
all come to the unity of the faith, once preached by Jesus
Christ and His Apostles,

To this end we pledge our prayers, our Faith, aur life, our
love, our earthly means of support, and our time, in the fear
of Glod and for His glory alone.

FUNDAMENTALS

We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, in
sa faras it is correctly translated from the eriginal writings.

{11 Tim. 3:16.)
GODHEAD

“Fop the invisible things of him from the creation of the
mworld are clearly seen, being understood by the things that
are'made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are withouwt excuse:™ “Romans |20,

There 15 one ever-living Eternal God, who is a Spirit,
(1sa. 44:6-8, Mark 12:29; John 4:24; I Cor. #: 6.}

He manifested Himgelf in the Old Testament in various

is apd under different names, such as God Elohim, God
mmié ty, Fl Shaddai and the “1 am the [ AM,™ Jehovah,
ind especially Jehovah Lerd, the redemptive NAME.

In'the New Testament this one true God was manifest in
.ﬁ-l"':' flesh or in His son, JI:SI.IS- Cheigg. . @ 'F!:ll' when the full-
15‘%5‘5_'bf_'timg_w;e rome, God sent forth His son, mdde of 2

wnman, made under the law, to redeemn them that were under
the law’; "Gad was in Christ, reconciling the world wnto
Himself, net imputing their trespasses unto them; *for in
Him {Jesus) dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bod-
ily." *For it pleased the Father that in Him should 2] full-
ness dwell'; fand without controversy great is the mystery af
Godliness: God wasz manifest in the flesh, justifed in the
Spirity seen of angels, preached wato the Gentiles, believed
en the world, received up nte glory'™

- Man is triune spirit, soul, and body. God is triung, a trimty,
Three manifestations of one God, not three eternally distinet
persons we Gods, as that s tricheism.

Jesus in Has humanity, was man; in His deity, was God.
Hix flesh was the Lamb or saerfice of God.  (FHeb, 10:10-
20, '

The Son of God is the only hope of the world. The Man,
Jesus, is the mediatar between God and man. (F Tim, 2:5.)

Giod i a multiple, That is, He has many, names, offices,
titles, many manifestations, suchas God, Son of Ged, Son
of Man, Lord of All, King, Shepherd, Priest, Holy One,
Lamb, Alpha and Omega. He wall and in all.{,!’l.m:n. :

CREATION OF MAN AND HIS FALL

In the begianing God crefted man innocent, pire sand
holv; but througn the sin of disobedience, Adam and Eve
fell from thtlrl-ill:ﬂy state, and God excluded them from
Fden. Hence, be one man®s disobedience, sin entered into
the world.  [Gesy. 1:27; Rori. 5:12; Eph. 2:13) k

CONVER$IDN OR:FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Comes by [:||,1ml!.1_n|:|:'l-.‘:|1.l.':‘lrd God through faith in our
Lord Jesus Chesy, by Lonfessing and forsaking our sips.
BAPTISM IN WATER
Immersion 'n waterds For converted helievers, who have
turaed from thely singmgd the love of the world, and should
|



he ;;l:ni:\iﬂ:r{d '|_1:.' a du|}' suthorized minister of the 'Gl:l'!pﬂ
by authority, and in the name of cur Losd, Jesus Christ,
accordinig to the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:38; B:16; 10:
35‘5'19:3}, thus Rulfilling Martt. 28:19.

BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Is for al) belicvers, and is ahtained by obedience, {Acts
2:3%; 5:31, 31); by asking for, (Luke 11:037; by tarrying
for, (Luke 24:49}; by faith, (Gal. 3:14); and 15 accom-
panied by speaking with other tongues as the Spiric gives
the utterahée, :

DIVINE HEALING

Healing for the body was purchased by our Savior Jesus
Chelse, for f“}’-“bi-. His stripes we ar¢ healed," 1sa. 5354 and
intended for recognition and practice by the church, “For
they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover,
Back 16:18; and ®if yuu are sick, call for the elders of the
thurch,” as in James D14 &

SACRAMENT

On the night of our Leord’s betrayal, He hte the Passover

Supper with His Apestles. ~He took bredd and wine and

blesced it, instituting the communion, say|ng, “this do in
remembrance of me! Lauke 22:19.

- Pau] instrueted the church how to obserfe it (1 Cor 11:
23, 24.) There is great spitiual significinge in the par-
“taking of the scrament; also, there 1s 2 nat ral side. We
“see this by the use of the Jireral bread and Frint of the vine.

FOOT WASHING

The first example was given b l:hl.t"'}.l:l . 5t John 13:
214, To be blessed, it is well o Ii'_lfﬂt Ie suppests. . 5t
Jehn-13:15-17, 1 Tim, §39:10.7

HOLINESS

Godly living should characterize the life of every child
of the Lord, 2nd he or she should live according to the pat-
tern and example, given in the Word of Ged (Hom. &6,
Titus 2:11, 123 1 Peter-2:21-21}; otherwise we shall nn
escape the judgment of the grearday. (Heb, 12:14; 1 Peter
1:5-17) -

ETERNAL SECURITY

For a person to remain saved, they must abide in the
‘Grace of God—Grace means Favor, A person sinauing agzinst
God loses the Bavor or grace of God, and contmuing te sia
{without repentance) will eventually be cast into the Lake
of Fire. Ged is able to keep us from falling, but we muit
keep ourselves in the love 0? God. (Jude 21.) The book
of Jude tells us about the backsliders and their reward., Also
read Heh. 6:4-6.

RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS

We understand the Scripture to teach restoration of all
things, as was spoken by the mbuth of the Holy Prophers,
since the world began; but we cannot find where the devil,
his angels, and all sinners are included. (Rev. 20:10.)

- CONSCIENTIOUS SCRUPLES

“We recognize the institution of human povernment as
being of divine ardination and in doing so, affirm unswerving
loyalty to the gu»‘:rnn'w.‘nl_bf the United States; however,
we take & definite position regarding the bearing of arms or
the taking of human life

As falJowers of the T.osd Jesus Chrisz, the Prince of Peace,
we believe in'the implict cbedience to His commandments
and precepts, which instruct us as Follows: - “Thou shalt not
kil {Ex. 20:13);-“That ye resist not gvil,” (Mare, §:39);
“Follow peace wath all men” (Heb 12:04); ete. These
we believe and interpret to mean Christians shall not shed
blood nor take human Bifel TR



Tharcf?rp,'\w: propose tn"ful!ﬁ]l all ‘the” obligations of
loyal; American citizenship but are constrained to declare
against ﬁa_r__:?cig:ting i war, armed insurrection, property
destru qun,' aiding or abetting in or the actual destructicn”of
hivmag lifes oo ’ i :

Purtnermare, we cannut comsclentiously ofiliate with any
union, boycott, or organization, which will farce or bind gpy
of its members 1o belong 1o any organization, perform any
duties contrary to their conscience or receive any mark with-
out their right te affirm or reject same.

"MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

“Whasoever shall put away his wife, except for fornica-
tion,"and shall marry another, commirteth adultery.” Mart,
$:32; 19:9, When this sin has been committed, the innocent
party may be free to remarry only in the Lord, Ip bicing olur

desire to raise a higher standard For the MRSy, We recom-.

mend that they do not marry again.

TITHING EEps:

We believe tithing is God finaneial plan te provide for
His work, and has been since the days of Abraham. Tithing
came with faith under Abraham; Moses' law enjoined it,
and Isracl practiced it, when she was right with God; Jesus
indorsed ir, {©Matr. 33:23), and Paul sad te lay by in store
as God had prospered you. Do not rob God of His portion,
viz., tithes and offerings. (Read Mal. 3.

SECOND COMING OF JESUS

That Jesus is coming apain the second time in person, just
a8 He wenraway, is clearly set forth by the Lord Jesus Him-
self and was preached and taught in the early Christian
church by the Apostles; hence the children of Cod today are
carncstly with hope, Jooking Forward to the glomows event,
(Muart 245 Acts 1415 3:09.20; I Cor, 11:26; Phil, 3:20,
20 | Thes. 4; 1417, Titus 2:13, 14.) E

MILLENNIUM
_We believe there shall be 3 “Great Tribulatidp,” which
will be followed by the dawn of 2" better day on earthy and
that fof orie thousand years there shall be “Pears o _Ei:_-:}-;
and ‘good will toward men” * (Tsa, 65:17-25- Danie7:27;

Micah 4:1-2; Heb, 2:04 Mart, §:55 Rom. 11:25-275 R,

20:1-5.)
FINAL- JUDGMENT

When the tnousand years are fnished, thesé shall be'a
resurrection of all the dead, who will be summoned before
the Great White Throre for their final judgment, and all
‘whese names are not Found written in the Book of Life shall
be cast into the lake of fire, burning with brimsfofied"which’
God hath prepared For the devil and his angels; Saran hims=
self being east in first. (Matr, 25:41; Rev. 20:7-155°21:8.)

GOVERNMENT
ARTICLE I. MEMBERSHIP

1. Membership in the Pentecostal l.':.hun:h, Incorparated.
shall consist of 2]l ministers and misstunaries, holding an
aceredited credential or leense, and all members’ of locs]
assemnblies which are affiliated with ws,

ARTICLE 11,
Section 1: MEETINGS.

1. Regular sessions of our organization shall be held an-
mually; the same 1o be ealled 3 General Conference, :
Seevion 2:

b. The date and place for a General Conlerence may b
deaided upon, while in session, or arranged for by the Ex-
outive Roard i
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Sectioni3;

1 Thie reular order of busitiéss for the Confereace shall

%a ) Meeting called 1o order by the General Chairman;
b): Repeort of Chairman, -

(¢); Report of Secrecary,

d) Report of Treasurer

¢} Committee reports.

{(f) Unfinished bisiness,

(g) All resalutions must come through the Resolution

X iiee.

(h) Election of officers,

(i} New business,

(i) Adjournment,

2. All business sessions of the Conference shall commence
with prayer.
ARTICLE I11l. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

Section 1: NAMES OF OFFICERS.

1. The general offices of the organization shall consist ot
General Chairman, General Secretary-Treasurer, Missionary
Secretary, General §, S, Superintendent, General Preshyters
and Executive Board Members,

Section 2 EXECUTIVE,

1. The Executive Board shall consist of the General
Chairman, General Secretary, General 5. 5, Superintendent,
Missionary Secretary and three others members,

Section 31 GENERAL BOARD OF PRESBYTERS.

I. The General Board of Presbyters shall consist of mem-
bers of the Executive Board and the General Presbyeers,
Section 4: QUALIFICATIONS,

1. In order to hold office in our organization, the follow-
ing qualifications are required; Exceutive officers and General
Preshyters must be at leasy thirty years of age, An executive
officer must have been 2 minister in good standing with us

8§

For at least five years; General Presbyters for three years;
other district officers for two years.  Shall have proven loyal
to the organization by cooperating in the upbuilding of the
wark.

I No man cin hold twa executive offices.

Section §:- THE MANNER OF ELECTION.

1. The General Chairman shall appoint 2 Committee of
three or five, who shall act as a MNominating Committee, All
members and delejates shall have the right ts hand to the
MNominating Commmittee the names of thase, whom they
desire to hold office,

2. The nominating committee shall be required to examine
the record of every candidate, also question the candidate to
ascertain whether or not they are qualified and whether or
not they will serve if r.]rcl::cE

. 3. The committee shall climinate qualified candidates to
@ maximum of three by the voting of the committee, ' The
names of the three determined by their vote as best qualified
for the office shall be presented to the Conference to be voted
upon.

4. When three names are presented o be vored upon, the
one receiving the lowest sumber of vores shall be dropped
from the list, provided neither of the three have received
twa-thirds of the votes cast, and another vore shall he taken
upon the remaining nominees,

§. When nominating committes shall consider as many as
aine qualified for the office of an Executive Board Member,
all nine names shall be presented at ohe time and each voter
write three rames on the ballot the first time.  When one s
elected, the voter shall write one name on each ballat, the
remaining names shall be presented again, continuing until
the three members are elected.

6. All voting for officers shall be by secret ballot.

7. Any candidate must receive two-thirds of the votes of
the voters preseat, to be elected.

#



81 1f there it any objection 1o any domince; thére shall be
% pequest made to the Chairmin that same be reterrad ta the
-nominating committee and na objection nor cven, question

shall be brought up on the floor.
9. All nominations shall be one day prior to clection;
Section’ 6: TIME IN OFFICE,

. All ufficers shall hald office for one year or until thei
successors are :Ic-:led

: Settrnn 7: VOTING mmﬂwmcv :

. The voting consrituency shall consist of all’ medﬁ:d
mlmst:rs, together with chosen delegates n:pn:aﬁr.nnng local
as-::mbl-l:s, present and registered,

ARTICLE IV. DUTIES OF OFFICERS
"‘:cmnn I: l)U [NES OF GENERAL CHAIRMAN,

.70 predde over General Confereaces under the direc
tion of the E:aen:-utn re Board,

To act as president of the corporation in all legal
'maﬂers

1. Tosign everv license, eredential, identification card and
church membership certificare.

4. To eall executive and peneral hoard mectings.

5. To preside at all scesions of the general or exccutive
haard,

A, Tooanmerntend the work on the Aeld under the diree-
tien af the Fyerutive Board,

7. Ta snnniar & resalitinn committee of five, nne vear
in advonce of ronference.  Same to be announced in the
A nmatnlic Herald” Resnlitinns are 1o he mailed this com-
‘mittee during the year. and said committee shall meet three
dav< prior to General Conference to take care of their busi-
ness,
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Section'2: DUTIES OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY-
TREASURER '
- The Secretary-Treasurer may be one or two persons..
2, Duties of the General Sc:n::ar}r shall be

(2) To take minutes and presefve records of business

proceedings with all other papers, belonging to the
ufg:mulmn

(b). To~ dlrtt: the husmm of the Headauarters' Office
* under the d:r:n:rmn of the Executive Board.

(<) To siem every credential, Ficense, identification card
and church membership certificate.

3. Dutics of the General Treasurer shall he:

(a) To receive, care fer, sign checks and dishurse all funds
of the organization, keeping an accurate record of all
such transactions, holding books open and for inspec-
tion by officers or members of the organization; a

general report to be made at ench Annual Conference.
{h) The hooks of the General Treasurer shall be audited
once each year and finally passed upon,

Section 3: DUTIFS OF THE h-IIS"w‘IﬂNﬂ;R?
SFECRETARY-TREASURER

- Duties of the Missianary Secretary shall be:

fu]'l To act as head of the Missionary Department, under
the supervision of the Missionary Board.

(h) To keep a record of all decisions of the Missionary
Board and of all official acte of the Missionary De-
martment.

e} T conduct correspandence with prosnective mission-
aries and with those already on the field,

{d} To rerform such functions, 2s may he directed by the
Missionary Roard.
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iy Dutics of the Missionary Treasurer shall be:

{2) To receive, care for, sign checks and disburse mig.
sionary funds as directed by donors or by Missionary
Board, keeping an accurate record of all such’ trany-
actions, holding books apen and for inspection by of
ficers or members of the organization; a general e
port to be made at each Annual Conferénce,’

(b) The books of the General Treasurer shall be audited
once each year and finally passed upen.

Section 4: DUTIES OF THE GENERAL'S. 5. SUPER. .

INTENDENT

I. To act as Chairman of General 8. S, Conferenices.
2. To appoint District Superintendents to assist in the
upbuilding of the work in unorganized Districts.
3. To work in conjunction with pastors in selecting 5. 5.
missionarices, who =hall assist in the organization of Sunday
Schoals,

Section §: DUTIES OF THE GENERAL'S. S. SECRF.
TARY
I. To work in cooperation with and under the direction
of the General S, 5. Superintendent,

Section : DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

. To represent the entire organization, and that they
shall not have jurisdiction over any certain district,

2. Tocare for all general business and be the final author-
ity on any question, during the interim herween Conferences,

3. When deemed necessary, shall have the right to adopt
ar annu | any by-law and same shall be aperative only until
the following Annual Conference, to whom it thall be re.
ferred for ratification.

+. Any or all of the members of the Executive Board shall
have the privilepe of and he welcome to visit any of the
Districts at any time and shall be granted the same privi-
leges az members lving in the District, with the exception
of voting.

12

5% To assemble three days i:r}bi'f“'ﬂj;g'c:ne'rili_;‘ﬁ:onfértﬁuf
ta’complete’ Conférence arrangements,

& Th'q rrénsponztmp expenses of members ob the Exe-
sutive Boird shall be paid to and from all special ] meet<
‘ings. ; :

ARTICLE V: DISTRICT COUNCILS
=l Any State or Eis:ﬁcr, desiring to have a local organizaz
tion,’ may apply to the General Secretary, who with. the
General Chairman and General Presbyter of said District.
shall decide upon the advisability of said State or District
organizing. A <

2. Should an agreement be reached o crﬁanizt], i written
“notice shall be mailed to all members in the District for a
-€all meeting, which shall bé presided over by a General

Officer. '

. PREAMBLE

-]{! order to cstablish our work on 2 mare efficient basis and |
realizing the need of greater coopelaticn and closer fellow.
ship, we here and nowW organize ourselves into the __..__

_________________________________ ---Councl of the
Pentecostal Chureh, Ine. '

PURPOSE -

.. Dur purpose shall be to use greater effort toward evangel-
izing the undeveloped territory and to cure for all needy
fields in a more efficient manner, ,

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
Section 1: NAMES OF OFFICERS

1. The officers of the Diistrict shall be as follows: General
Presbyter, three to seven Districe Preshyters, and Secretary-
Treasurer,

2. The District Board shall consier of the General Pres-
byter,"and District Presbyters. ;

13



Sectibi'2: QUALIFICATIONS,

For qu:_l[ﬁl:_:timisl'f:fé; to article 111, Section 3.
Secnon: 31 METHOD OF ELECTION

1. Alf offices shall be clicted by the came method 4 used
by’ the General Assembly, :

X 5 ey ) . .
2. Al officers shall be elected for a period of one year or
until their successors are elected. ,

3. Any district officer taking a pastorate, or establishing a
r_ﬁld@nnt'dutside of hig’ district between conferences shall
resign his office and be replaced by the District Board.
Section 4: DUTIES :

1. The duties of a Gencral Presbyrer shall be:

(2) To rake special interest in the development of the

L. work in his districe, '

{'b} To encourage a series of Bible and Missionary Con-
ferences in the various assemblies throughour the
Dhistrices,

(¢) They shall Mave the right to appeal to any minister,

evangelist, or missionary in the furtherance of such
work.

{d) To encourage the raising of missionary maney.

(e} To work in cooperation with the local Dietricr uf-
ficers, not only in the upbuilding of the lom] wark,
but lending assistance and cncourzgement toward the
gentr:f work, .

{f} Assist in dealing with any difficultics, which may arise,

within loml assemblies, according 1o the autharity:

given by Loeal Church Government.

fg) To be consulted in regard 1o the organization of new
churches, within his Disteicr,

.
{h) Ta assist in securing pastors for assembilies.

(1) Toiavestigate all applicants for license or eredentizls
before signing an application,
: L

(1) Tosgn each erédential; license, ide ntificatidn card and:
church membership certificate, issed té 'members in
his own Diserace,

I:]'L-}- Teo act as ‘;j'lzirman of District C'i:ln:fl.‘.i"rn:'ﬂ-
t1) He shall be a member uf and act as Chairman of the

Diistrict Board in the Distriet, over which he is"the
Ve FsEer. )

fm} To be empowered to ardain ministers tn their res
spective territory, when in foreign fields and in"un<
arganized diszricts at 2 special meeting.

2. The Diistrict Preshyters should be elected from differ-
ent sections of the Tstrict,

3, Their duties shall be:

(2) To work under the direction of and in cooperation -
with the Gencral Preshyter, getting whatever in-
formation he may desire or carrying cut any instrue--
tims given by ham. o

4. The Secrotary-Treasurer may he oné o twe persons.

£ Tfn.- duties uFI:he Secretary shall be:

{2} Tu take minures and preserve recurds of business pro-
ceedings with all uther papers belonging fo the Dis-
trict, g

6. The dutiee of the sreisurer shall be: :

{a) To receive, care fur, and disburse all funds of the
Dstrice, kesping an accurate record of all such trans-
activng, holding books open and for inspection by wf-
ficers or members of the Districe, :

(MY A report should be made ar every Annual District
Cunfereinge,

(o) Nu muoney should be paid vut withage the 0. K. of
TI'I'C I]E'.\-ll'zl:l R:I.I:’d,

) Whenever 3 sufficent sum of money is handled by
the Treasurer, it is hest to open 3 checking accotint
15



with'a reliable bank m the name ot the organization,
granting authority ta the Treazurer o sign all checks:!

A letter should be written the bank by the General

Preshyter, notifying them who the treasurer is and’
authorizing them to recognize his sigmature,” until’

notified of a successor.
Section §: DISTRICT BOARD
1. The duties af the District Roard shall be:

lI_'z} To deal with all matters, pertaining 1o its territorial
Jurisdietion, which do not infringe upon the pawer
and privileges of the general body.

(b} To take action with regard to False doctrines in their
own Dhistrict.

1. Their decision shall be upheld by the General
Conference, when it does not conflice with by-laws

of the general body,
(¢} To handle any grievance ur complaint against a min-
ister, per Article VI, Section 5, Paragraph 11.
Section &: DISTRICT FPRIVILEGES
L. Under this constitution the District <hall have the right
to adape such rules and regulations, as it deems needful to

enforce or handle matters not mentioned in ame; always in
harmaony with rules of the general body.

2. When and where it appears to be benehcial, convenient
and deemed necessary by the officers of Districts that there
should be 2 eonsalidation of same, such zction to be ratified
by members of such Districts represented at a joint conference
which shall be called by the Chairman of the Districts,

ARTICLE VI, LOCAL ASSEMBLIES
Scction 1: AFFILIATION

L. Any assembly may be affiliated with, and under the

18

protection of the' general body by publicly announcing @ spe-
cially called business meeting for the purposé of considerat-.
ing'whether or not they desire to be affiliated with the organ-
ization, Should 90 per cent or more of the recognized mem-

bers of the asiembly who are present at the specially alled

business' meeting vote their approval for accepting our ar-
ticles of faith and affiliating with us, then an application must
be filled cut; the same be endorsed by at least three officers
‘of the local chvirch,

2 A Certificate of Membership will be issued to every
affiliated assembly; the cost of same being £1.00.
Section 2: CONSTITUTION

I. The assembly may use our suggestive form of local
church goverament, or'any other form which a majority of
the members voting shall endorse.

2. The assembly shall have the right to change its rules
and regulations, at or when it is deemed needful or necessary -
to enforee or handle any matter which may arise, 30 long as.
the original constitution adupted, and all new rules shall be
. harmony with the rules of the general bod y.,

Séttion 3: DELEGATES -

I. Any assembly may choose delegates to represent it

before the general conference.

* 2 There shall be one delegate for each fifty members ar
less,

ARTICLE VII. MINISTRY

Section 1: QUALIFICATIONS

I. Anyone desiring to be afhliated with the Pentecostal
Church, Incorpurated, must have had the one baptism of the
Holy Ghost with the initial sign of speaking in ather tongues,
a3 in Acts 2:4; 10:46; 19:0-6; and have bean Laprized by
immersion in the Mame of the Lord Jesus Christ, as in Acts
2:38; believe in, teach, and preach the wime,

2. A questionnaire must he properly £lled cuty all ques
tians being carcfully answered,

17



{2)3 The sare must be indorsed by the General Preshyter
* ok nisl:r'iv:_L Sectetary,

Section 2: CHRISTIAN WORKERS LICENSES
I, Will be Furnished to pastars, whose assemblies ar¢ af-

filiated with ug, for the sum of 25¢; same to be used by the
pastor for local workers in his own assembly.

Sectioh 3: ORGANIZATION LICENSES AND CRE
DENTIALS '

1. Licenses.

(2} For a beginner a local license will be issued; then
afeer one has libored faithfully in cooperarion with
some assembly for a year or more, 2" general license
may be issued.

2. Credentials,

{a) In arder to carry full credentials, one must have been
© duly and sulemnly ordained.

(b} Meither credentials nor heenses will be fssued ro any=
one residing in the United Staves, who is affiliated
with any other religious organization, -

{¢} Every credential, lcense, and identification card must
be sipned by the General Chairman, the General

" Scerctary, and the General Preshyeer of the Districe,
in which the applicant resides,

(d) Without identificution cued, all Lcenses and ereden-
nmals are voud.

3. Any minister withdrawing from our fellowship shall

be requesied to rerurn their license or credentials,

Section 41 ORDINATION
1. Mo minister shall be ordained, until he ur she has heen
in the active ministry 23 pastor or evangelia ar loast rwe Full
consecutive years and has been fully proven,
2. An vrdination can be held at any Districr meeting or
General Conforence, when oing or more members of the Fx-
(]

eciitive Board are presént and attany special mecthi in"ari

unorganized district when an Exetutive Officer or General

Preshyter is present:

1.3 Any ‘minister who resides inan organized district that
wishies to be ordained must be examined by'a cummittee 3p-
pointed by the General Presbyter and if endorsed” said “ap.
plicant should receive a letter of recommendation signed by
the General Prestiyter, the letter to be presented at i cond
ference where they could be ordained.

Section 5: OBLIGATIONS AND RULES

. L. Ministers should not accept the invitation of 2 member
or members of any assembly to hold a scries of meetings in
any church, where there is a pastor, without first obtaining
said pastor’s consent, Where there is no pastor, the consent,
uf the elders in charge must be obtained.

1. We recommend that a minister should not aceept the

call tu pastor an assembly, which has been established for
mare than three years, unless he himself has had maore than
three years experience in the ministry,
.3 Any minister, endeavoring to establish'z work in'a
locality already sufficiently served by The Pentecostal
Church, Incurperated, shall be dealt with according to de-
cision of the District Board.

4. Every pastor should keep a record of the members of
his or her assembly, that they may be more able 1o care for
and look afrer the welfare and integrity of the saints,

5. Fach minister is required to pay $5.00 annually into
a General Headquarters Budget fund, which shall include-
Discipline, Ministerial List, and Subscription to the Apostolic
Herald, This can come from tithing, church or revival
Compaigns.,

6. One-half of the $5.00 budget fee should be paid by the
first of the year, the balance belore the upening of the next
General Conference.

7. New members shall be required to pay the full budget
when affiliating before July 1st or one-half afrer July 15t
One-half or all 1o accompany the application,

iq



;_E;_I_T!ir. fee for thote carrying 2 locl licensé is $1.00 per,

9. Each minister should receive The Apostolic Herald:

either angly or in rolls,

10. Any minister holding or seeking to hold credentials
or license with us, speaking or writing in oppesition to any
fundamental, hy-law, or section of the Constitution, shall be
called before the District Board and penalty inflicted accord-
ing to their ruling.

L. Any person proven guilty of committing the act of

adultery or fornication, after having been baptized with the'

Holy Ghost, shall never be eligible 2s a ministers and if af:
filiated, shall be removed permanently {mrzl the roll u:F :ur
ministerial fellowship.

12, Anyone having' a grievance or complaint again
minister shall file the sarE; in writing witlf aﬂic:rsgnnfs:h:.
!ml Diistrict where minister resides-or if district is not organ-

_ized then file with adjeining district. The District Board
shall request the accused and accuser to appear at the next
 district conference or have their evidence there when an ac-
ceptable jury of ministers of said District shall be chosen to
hear and pass on such case.  The accused minister shall have
the right to face his or her accuser before the Jjury and produce
witnesses in their defense. 1F found guilty of disorderly
conduct or unscripteral téaching, and no fruits shown of re-
pentance, their license or credential shall be called for, Said
minister shall have the right to appeal to the General Board
of Presbyters, whose decision will be final,

13. The names of ministers, who have heen dropped from
wur Ministerial List, may be published in the Apostolic
Herald, stating whether withdraws, dropped or deceased.

14. All ministers laboring with their hands when mot
actively engaged in pastoring ur evangelizing should have 2
regular place of worship and pay their tithes ro that assembly,

ARTICLE VIII. PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT

1. Our official organ is The Apostolic Herald,
20

.2 "T'he editer of The Apostolic Heraid shall be appointed
by the General Board of Presbyters and ratified by the Gen-
eral Conference.

X A Board of Publication consisting of three members
shall be selected by the General Board of Presbyeers and rati-
fied by the General Conference.

{a) This Board shall dictate a general policy for all pub-

lications edited by us,

4. Ministers are requested to give their support to The
Apostolic Herald by urging the use of ir in all assemblies.

ARTICLE TX. SCHOOLS

[. Weare highly in favor of religious education, not com-
pulsory but convenient, and recommend that all subjects that
are to be taupht n any School shall first recerve the indorse-
ment of aur Board of Publications.

ARTICLE X. MISSIONARY POLICY

1. A committee of three shall be appointed hy the Generat
Board of Preslwiers and ratified by the General Conference
to act as a Foreign Missions Committee or Board.

(2] Said Committee shall he empowered to handle foreign
missionary work,

2. Each member of the Missionary Board shall have au-
thority to select two ministers to assist them in giving a pre-
liminary examination to prospective missionaries,

{2} Every missionary, who is indorsed in preliminary ex-
amination, must attend a General Conference to he
finally examined and passed upen by the General
Board of Preshyters.

X Prospective mussionares must be thoroughly examined,
as 1o their eall, character, capability, ete., and given appoint-
ment only afrer finding thar said prospect can be fully re-
commended ta the hrethren and saines, as being worthy of

support,
n



4 Oir Missionary Roard, together with the General Sece
‘retary, shall pass upon missionartes now on the fareign -ﬁe!i‘
5. In no case shall a credential or license be issued ta any-

one going to a foreign field, a5 2 missionary, who has not heen
indorsed by our Board,

6. Every minister should pledge themselves to tend 2

stipulated ameount menthly or annually to the Forcign mis2

sionary treasury for the support of missionarics,

{(a) A new pledge should he made at every General Con-
ference,

7. Assemblics should be advised nut to give offerings to
any missionary not indorsed by our Board.

8. Monies raised by or for foreign missionaries, while on
the home field, shall be held in the general treasury until they
are ready to sail. . i

fa} IF for any reason, prospective missionary should aot
sail, maney will be returned ro donors, unless said
domors consent that it be used otherwisze.

th) Missionaries must not Teave the homeland in debt for
transportation or linding expense,

9. Our general missionary furid will be divided ameng
only those, who are indorsed by our Missionary Board,

10. Any missionary, desiring to go to the foreign fields
and having been indorsed by our Missionary Board, must
furnish their own merchantahle purrIntes covering return,

I, Whereasa report from a missionary has the appaar-
ance of an appeal for funds and that they are indorsed by
the organization, be it resolved that no report shall he pub-
lished in The Apostalic Herald from any misstgnary not
having cur indorscmen,

LA report of missionary offerings will be published in

22

“The Apostolic. Herald'and an anniial report fead b every
General Conferencs, S '

13, Missionaries rust get the consent of thé Foreign Mis-
stans Committee before making any miove, which involves
more or less expense, such as returning From the field; etc.

14, TFurthermore, a sl.rhmissiw:‘_sfririt__s?_]mp]d be constantly.
manifested toward the Foreign Missions Committee.

15, A misdonary having any recommendation or com-
plaint, must first take it up with Headquarters with the privi-
lege of appealing o the Missionary Board; in no case writ-
ing or talking to individuals or assemblies. :

16, Missiunaries are rt,qu':s:,:ﬂ'-'{_lut. r,;,,': pay any more than
what would be considered a fair rental for propertywhich
does not belong to us,

7. Missionaries are requested to secure thelr transporta-
tion through our General Secretaryl;

ARTICLE XI. SUNDAY SCHOOLS

I. The Senday School Department shall always remain
an integral part of and work under the supervision of the
general organization.

1. The officers of the organization shall consist of General
Sunday School Superintendent and Secretary-Treasurer who
thall be clected annually by the General Conference of the
Penteeostal Church, Incorporated,

A Bundav School Board shall be clected, consisting of
three, nne of whem shall be the General S. 8. Superintendent.

1. Fach District shall have a District Superintendent and
Seeretary-Treasurer,

{a) The Dhstrice officials shall be appointed by the Gen-
cral 5. 8. Superintendent, until the work is organized;
after which each District shall elect their own officers
by properly selected delegates, attending an Anrival
Sunday School Conference, '

]



}_".;, All "Géniral 5 5 fohftrcn'!:cs must be hc!éi In connecs:
tion"with the General Conference of The Pentecostal Church,
fﬁ:_&:rpnra.ted.

6., The General 5. 5. Superintendent shall act as Chair-
man of the General 8. S. Conferences,

J- Tén per cent of all regular local Sunday School offer-
s (special offerings excepted) shall be sent to the Head-
‘Quarters; ninety per cent of which shall ga to the General
5. 5. Superintendent, the same to be used by him to cover
his' expenses, while promoting Sunday School work on the
field; the remaining ten per cent to defray expenses at the
Headquarters,

8. The local Sunday School is and must always be an in-
tegral part of the local assembly,

ARTICLE XI1I. PENTECOSTAL GLEANERS

I. The Pentecostal Gleaners shall always remain an inte-
#ral part of and work under the supervision of the Exccutive
Beoard, /

2. The purpose of Pentecostal Gleaners is to promote the
spiritual welfare of young people especally.

{a) The officers of the organization shall consist of Presi.
dent and Secretary-Treasurer wha chall he elected
annually by the General Conference of the Pente-
costal Church, Incorporated.

(b) Every state, district or national officer must he a min-
ister affilfated with us,

4. The duties of all officers shall be to assist in any way
possible the furtherance of God’s cause, among the voung
‘people and assemblies.

5. There shall be an Executive Board for Pentecostal
Gleaners, consisting of Supervisor, President, and Secretary.
The general 5. 5. Superintendent shall act as Supervisor.

6. There should be 2 young peoples” department in every
assembly, orgamized with President and Secretary-Treasurer,

7. The officers in each local assembly shall be elected by
the local de].r of young pmpl:,
(a) The duties of the local President shall be'to super-
vise the young people’s service under the direction of
the pastor. .

(b} The duty of the Secretary-Treasurer shall be to keep
a record of all business meetings, handle all corre-
spondence, care for and disburse local Gleaner funds
under the direction of the Pastor as per Article 111
Sec. 3, Paragraph 6 Verse () Page 30 vnder Lol
Church Gevernment.

8. Ten per cent of all regular Pentecostal Gleaner offer-
ings (special offerings excepted) should be sent to Head-
qQuarters; ninety per cent of which shall go to the Pentecostal
Gleaner”s President, the same to be used by him, to cover
expenses incurred by either he or the Gleaner Secretary whils
pramoting Peatecostal Gleaners” work on the field, the re-
maining ten per cent to defray expenses at the Headquarters.

Suggestive Form of Local Church
Government
This ir a suggestive form for amy assembly desiring to
orgamize—rchargs i to suit your weeds,

PREAMBLE

In order to establish our work on 2 more efficient and per-
manent basis, we, the members of the local _..__________

—mmmmmmmnmmm i RESembly At

affirm our helief in being scrupulously set in order, that it is
needful for God’s people to be efficiently organized to suc-
cessfully carry on the gospel work and properly handle their
business affairs. A house divided against its:]lrcannul: stand. .
The main purpose of this constitution is to provide rules to
govern the assembly, according to the Scriptures, so that we
may advance in the will of God. (Titus 1:5; 1 Cor, 12:28).
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ARTICLE I THE ASSEMBLY
Section .1: THE NAME ~
!'?{TH': name of this assembly shall be kaown as

Section 2: THE PURPOSE.

1i; To eitablish and maintain a place of wnrshi._p.

i z.i_f&.urﬂ:: 2 people of like faith in the bonds of brotherly-

lave and fellowship. (Heb. 13:1), _
3. To meet together, and truly worship God in spiric and

in truth, and receive spiritual teaching. (John 4:24; Eph-’

esians 4:11-15),
4. To point the lost to the way of life by publishing at

Home and abroad the true plan of salvation, exhorting be-.

TED3; Acts 1:8; 2:38; 8:19),
5. To provide rules of Christian conduct, based on the
Word of God.  (Titus 2nd Chapeer).
ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP
Section 1: ELIGIBILITY
1. Anyene believing in and accepring the Apostolic doc-

trine, as set forth in cur constitution is eligible to become 2
member., ! i

Section 2: OBLIGATIONS

lievers to be filled with the Holy Spirit. (John 1:29; Luke

1. Asa member of the assembly, cach one must accept the-

following obligations:

(2) To cleanse one’s self from all Althiness of the fesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
(I Cor. 7:1). (Tobacco in any Form is considered
filthy).

(b} To conduet one’s self everywhere, as becometh a
Christian,

(¢} Toendeavor to manifest a spirit of brotherly Jove and
248

} felloviship toward all ‘of God’s peaple.

{d) Not farsaking the ':ﬁ:mhli_ﬁg' of curselves tagether
s the manner of sume is: (Heb. 10:25).

{7:]_ To support L'he: work of the assembly with my prayers
" and financial aid, as God prespers.  (Mal. 3710;
"1Cor. 16:2). e
(f) To maintain Family and secret devotion.

{g) All amusements and recreatians are not harmful but
saints should aveid all ungodly and worldly amuse-
ments, to be blameless and harmless amidst ar ewvil
generation and thus bring no reproach upon the Name:
of Christ. '

(k) Toamde by the rules of the assembly as prescribed in -
this constitution. (Titus 2:1-8; Heb, 13:17); ~

fi'} In case of moving, one should unite with another
- thurch of same faith as soon as possible, but must’
have a letter of recommendation from former church,

Section 3: ADMISSION

© L. Anyone, who is eligible and accepts the foregoing obli-
gations, shall be 2 member of the assembly by registering
their name and address with the pastor or secretary and re-
‘teiving the right hand of fellowship.

Section 4: CHURCH DISCIPLINE

1. Any member, failing ur rcfusing after the first and
second admanition, to keep the obligations and abide by the
rules of the assembly may be automatically suspended.

({11 Thes, 3:6), or dealt with 2ecording to the fallowing:

FAULT

2. If any member of this church be overtaken in 2 fault
he or she shall be dealt with, according 1o Gal, 6:1; 1 John
516, 17, James 5:09, 20.
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PERSONAL OR PUBLIC OFFENSE _

" Any grievance arising between individual members of

his assembly shall be dealt wirh, according to Matr, 182

5-18.

o 4. Should the accused be found guilty by the church,
he may be disfellowshipped from the gssembly and name
dropped from the membership roll, unless he truly repents
and makes public confession,

ARTICLE 1. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
Section 1: NAMES OF OFFICERS

I. The officers of the church shall be a5 follows: pastor,
assistant pastor, when such is needed; deacons or church
board, at least one ana not more than seven; three trustess
when property is owned; secretary-treasurer.

Section 2: ELIGIBILITY

. Pastor: must have mc&mm:ndatinn from the General
= Presbyter. y
2. Other officers: must have been a member in good stand-

ing at least one year, except in the case of newly organized
assemblies,

Section 1: PASTOR

I. The pastor shall be chasen by the church board whaose
decision shall be endorsed by the church,

2, Resignation or dismissal,

{a) A pastor, desiring to leave a church, shall give the
church board thirty days written notice. By mutual
agreement the time can be changed,

3. A church, desiring to change pastors, shall give the
pastor through the board thirty days’ notice. By mutual
agreement the time can be changed. -

{3} Howcver, where a church is establiched by 2 minister

of our organization, he shall have she oversight of
18

- same, until said pastor and congregation jointlv acree
“to & change,

(b) In case of misconduct, same must be reported ta the
district preshyrer, who. shall take such action 2t he
deems best. i ) _

(e)- After any pastor is duly notified that thé church de-
sires to change pastors or the pastor duly notifies the

" church that he desires to change pastorates, he shall
not have the authority to make any change in the by-
laws, membership rell or the changing of officers

4. The salary or wages shall be such as he and the as-

sembly shall agree upon.  (Luke 10:7; I Cor, 9:7-14),

3. The pastor’s duties shall he: .

(a) To preach and teach the Ward, 2s God gives him
ability, :

{b) To visit and pray for the sick,

(e} Te encourage the weak.

(d) To reprove and warn the unruly. _

() To give advice 15 needed and be ready to every good
work. {1 Thes, 5:14; [ Tim. $:1, 2}‘.

6. The pastor’s authority shall be as follows:

{a) He shall have the oversight and superintendence of
all the interests of the church and of all departments
of its work, both spiritual and temporal, not as Jord
aver God's heritage, but shall feed the flock of God,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly, not for flthy lucre, but of 2 ready mind,
(I Peter 5:2, 3}, inasmuch as he is responsible for
the guardiznship and watch-care of all, with which -
he is put in trust. '

(b} He should be consulted in regard to all business of
any importance, partaining to the spiritual, moral and
matenial affairs of the church. ; : :

{e) Call for and preside over business and church board
meetings and appoint committees, with the approval
of the assembly,
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Section” 4i ASSISTANT PASTOR

L. The assistant pastor shall be apporited by the pastef
- and indorsed by the church,’
2. His duties shall be:

{2) To assist the pastor in all matters, as directed by the’

pastor.

Section §: CHURCH BOARD

1. The deacons or church board shall he appointed by the

pastor and indarsed by the church, for the term of one year,
2." Their duties shall be in connection with the pastor:
(a) To care for the business affairs of the assembly, pro-
vided however their transictions shall be submitted
to the assembly for its approval or disapproval,

“3. In case of 2 vacancy of the pastor, the church board may
call a business meeting to choose pastor or transact other
necessary business. (Acts 6:2, 3; Romans 12: 1y, -

. Section 6: TRUSTEES
1. The board of trustees shall be elected by 2 majority
vate of the assembly and shall serve, until their successars
are clected. ’ !
2, Their duties shall be: :
(2) To hold all property, belanging to the assembly, in
. trust for the asembly.
(b) Make all legal acquirements and transactions which
- - the assembly shall dictate, and look after a]l repairs
) as directed by the assembly,
Section 7: SECRETARY-TREASURER

b _TT"II: secretary-treasurer may be ane ar tWo persons and
shall be appointed by the pastor 2nd indorsed by the church
for the term of one year.

2. The dutizs of the secretary shall be:

{2) To take minutes and preserve records of business
proceedings with all other papers, belonging o the
assembly.

. The duties of the treasurer shall be:

(1) To receive, care for, and disburse all funds of the as-

My

sembly; keep an accurate record of all such transs
actions, holding bocks open and for inspection by
members of the asembly,’

4. The assemby may call for monthly, quarterly, or an-
nival report and the church may audit the books anee each
year.

$. One member of the church board shall O, K. all bills
before the treasurer shall pay them, with the exception of
such as the pastor’s salary, light, warer, coal, and Janitor talls,

6. Whenever 2 sufficient sum of money is handled by the
treasurer, it is best to open a checking account with a reliable
bank in the name of the church, granting authority to the
treasurer to sign all checks,

(2} A letter should be written the bank, notifying them
who the treasurer is and authorizing them to recog-
nize his signature, until notified of 2 successor,

Section 8: DISMISSAL OF OFFICERS
1. Any officer, manifesting a lack of interest and failing to

attend services a reasonable amount of the time, must be re-
moved.

ARTICLE IV. PROPERTY

1. If at any time an assembly decides ta purchase prop-
erty, the pastor and church board shall Jook after the busi-
ness matters and present their views to the assembly. Then,
when 3 majority decides upon the purchaze of a site, thrée
trustees must be elected, according to Article 111, Section 4.

2. The title of property shall be in name of the ehurch at
town, where assembly is Jocated, 2nd be held in truse by said
trustees, until their suecessors are clected.  Never at any
time, should property be in the name of private individuals,

ARTICLE V. REVISION AND AMENDMENT

1. Any assembly may choose delegates to represent it

n



betare the General Conference in the interest of amending
or revising this constitution or other matters,

2. There shall be one delegate for cach fifty members or
less,

J. Under this constitution the assembly shall have the
right to adept such rules and regulations, as it deems needful
to enforce or handle matters not mentioned in the same,
always in harmony with the rules of the general body.

ARTICLE VI. BUSINESS MEETINGS

1. A all or business meeting of the church must be an-
nounced publicly at least three services; the first announce-
ment being ten days previous to the meeting date,

2. A majority vote of members present at any business
session shall be the deciding factar,
ARTICLE VII. ADOPTION

I. This constirution becomes effective in any assembly,
when ninety or more per cent of the members present and
Yoting in 2 business meeting called for that purpose, shall so
vote,

ARTICLE VIIl. RECORD OF ADOPTION
The weoo.ooo____. Assembly of

community has mee this day in a duly ealled busiress meet-

. i]‘ld

ing with a quorum of members present and caused to he
adopred by the following vee: - ___ for and _____ against

this constitution of Focal Church Government for the as-
sembly,

______________ cmmcancs . Pastop
memmmmmmeeee - Secrstary

Rt e e oo Deacon



